
The Mustard Seed Advent  28-Nov-2006 
 

1 

 

How to stop Sinning 
 

 

Nov 28, 2006 

 

 

The following message was sent to Nanci from Jeanie: 
Dear Nanci: 

 Do you want to stop sinning now? Then that is when you can achieve perfection / holiness -- not, 
of course, in your own strength, but through Christ -- in Whom we can do ALL things (including 
not sinnning).   This is what Jones and Waggoner's "Righteousness by Christ" teaching in 1888 
was all about. 

 If you do not want to stop sinning now, then which "cherished sin" (to use Ellen White's 
terminology) do not want to give up at this time? 

My comments are as follows: 

Many in the Christian world feel the need to stop sinning; however, they become eternally 
frustrated from ever reaching this goal —not because it is impossible to obey the law, but— 
because they fail to allow the Scriptures to define for them sin.  The problem therefore is not 
with the commission but the definition of sin.  They have yet to discern between good and evil.  
Therefore, there are many things which they consider to be evil which the Lord defines as good: 
such as the consumption of clean meats, the abandonment of the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, the elevating of the Bible above all other channels of light, etc.  Resultantly, their 
consciences torment them with false sins, sins which have been added to the commandments of 
God and the saving Testimony of Jesus.  Conversely, there are many things which they embrace 
as being good such as the observance of feast days before Israel’s return to the land; the rejection 
of unpopular, “small voice”, Bible-based messages; female, holy spirit doctrines; the singularity 
of Jesus; the Triune God; the promulgation of theories pertaining to the 144,000 that we have 
forged over the past 70 years without consulting with the “elect of God”, the living ones who 
know without a doubt ; etc which are indeed evil.  Thus did the Apostle Paul admonish:   

“For everyone that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness for he (she) is a 

babe.  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason 

of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil…  Therefore leaving the 

principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection”—Heb 5: 13, 14, & 6:1.  
To further illustrate this theme, think of the Baptist minister at a Sunday, pot-luck dinner.  While 
eating his swine with lobster and shrimp salad, and at the same time consoling a member of his 
flock about the heavenly existence of a recently departed relative, massages his jewel-latent 
necklace while he exclaims over a glass of intoxicating beverage the hell-bound plight of his 
Adventist neighbor.  He ridicules this neighbor —attempting to extract the “mote” from his 
eye— because the neighbor believes that the Holy Spirit inspired EG White and also because he 
observes the seventh-day Sabbath.  Such a misguided servant of the Lord will never cease and 
desist from the commission of sin.  He will always be a sinner until he learns to define sin by the 
scriptures.  Now, let us be more courageous by applying this scenario to Davidia.  
 
     Israel failed yesterday to stop their rebellion against God for one simple reason:  they did not 
believe in the Righteousness of Christ.  They presumed themselves better at judging right and 
wrong, and thought that Christ was merely an intolerable and self-gratifying God who was 
consumed with exacting from them strict fidelity and obedience to His pleasures despite the 
misery which such obedience would impose upon them.  They presumed that Christ desired, for 
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selfish reasons, to steal their joy and limit their fun.  They did not believe Him when He said that 
the law was given for their very own good so as to preserve their happiness (See Deut 5: 29, 6: 24, 

10: 12 & 13).  To them, the Law was a yoke around their neck because they could not discern 
between good and evil.  Today wisdom will finally prevail: the saints will finally embrace the 
Righteousness of Christ:  He will not be our enemy but our joy, our loving “Rich Uncle”, our 
protective “Big Brother”, our champion path to wealth and life, our freely given winning lottery 
ticket; the delivery of all that is good, just, and fair.  He will be these things and more because 
we will have learned to discern between good and evil, and we will joy in enforcing His 
precepts.  When that day arrives we will love the Law; we will recognize that it is for our own 
good; thus, just as we appreciate the prohibition against knowingly consuming poison, likewise 
will we hate lawlessness.  Then it will be written on our hearts and be obeyed.  But before that 
can happen, we must understand that Christ is right; that His word is the source of all joy and 
salvation; and that He desires the best for us.  We must understand that there is no fun without 
the Lord’s abiding presence and His word.   

“On all these occasions Christ should be set forth as ‘the chiefest among ten 
thousand’, the One ‘altogether lovely.’  Song of Solomon 5:10,16.  He should be 
presented as the Source of all true pleasure and satisfaction, the Giver of every good 
and perfect gift, the Author of every blessing, the One in whom all our hopes of 
eternal life are centered.”  —V6, p 175   

When Christ is perceived thusly, who could resist His appeal; who could refuse to believe that, 
“…(He) speaks Righteousness, (He) declares things that are right”—Isa 45:19.  However, 
before any can arrive at that level of maturity, He must first know and understand that which, 
according to Luke 10:22, none have comprehended before the MSC: that is, who the Father is 
and Who the Son is.  We must define Christ —not by the Papacy, nor any other man no matter 
how inspired, but — only by the definition revealed by Christ unto His singular servant to whom 
Christ promised to reveal Himself —see Luke 10: 22, John 14: 21.  To do so one must consume strong 
meat and leave the principles of the doctrine of Christ which has been fed to the church all these 
2000 years so as to graduate unto perfection. In so doing, they will seek perfection and salvation 
by abiding by the counsel which Christ, through Moses’ prophecy in Deut 18, promised to 
deliver to humanity for salvation, the principles which Christ delivered to the World while 
clandestinely abiding upon Jesus.  The principles revealed during that 3 ½ testimony unfolds the 
commandments of God and the Testimony of Jesus, qualities which save the Woman of Rev 12 
(righteous Davidia) and the remnant of her seed (righteous Israel).  Evidently, they have arrived 
at the Lord’s perfection. 

“The only safety now is to search for the truth as revealed in the word of God, as for hid 
treasure.  The subjects of the Sabbath, the nature of man, and the testimony of Jesus are 
the great and important truths to be understood; these will prove as an anchor to hold 
God’s people in these perilous times.  But the mass of mankind despise the truths of 
God’s word and prefer fables. 2 Thess 2: 10, 11.” —V1, p 300. 

May the Lord bless you in this endeavor so that you may choose Him and reject your sins. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Derek 
  


